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ANSWER TO QUERY 


J. C. Gray of the University of Waterloo has located the source of the epigraph 
to James Fenimore Cooper's Satanstoe, which Cooper attributes to Spenser; "The only 
amaranthine flower on earth, / Is virtue; the only treasure, truth." [See SpN II, 2.) 
The source is not Spenser but William Cowper's The Task, where the quotation occurs in 
the section entitled "The Garden," Book III, 11. 268-9. 
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